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PREFACE

I have great pleasure mn presenting to my readers the
Sansknt version of some selected songs from Tagore's
Gitangali, the book which had already been translated
and published in variou, other languages of the world

For long, I felt the necessity of a Sanskrit rendening of
this great work of Rabindranath and ths feeling fnduced me
to take up the task 1n 1957 The first song 1o my translation
was presented before some of the distinguished scholars
and lovers of Sansknt i our country for ascertaining the
necessity of the work tobe done by me I am very glad
to say that my work evoked encouraging response from
all of them amongst whom were such personalities as Dr
S Redhaknshnan, Vice Presdent of India, Shnn C
Rajagopalachari, former Governor General of India, Dr
Sumti Kumar Chatterp Ementus Professor, Caleutta
Unwersity, and Chawman Legilative Counetl, West
Bengal , Shr Sriprakasa, Governor of Bombay , Dr K N
Ratpy, ExMinster, Indian Union New Dell, Shn
K M Munshi, Governor, Utter Pradesh , Principal B N,
Shastn M A, Gouhai Shn Jivesvar Sarma M A,
Vedanta tirtha  Secretary, Assam Govt Sansknt Boatd ,
Shn Hemendra Prosad Ghash dnd Shn Chapala Kanta
Bhattacharya M P, prominent journalists of Calcutta
I feel happy that my translation presented here has been
highly apprectated by the great Sanskrit scholars i my
country amengst whom aspecral mention may be made
of Dr Grunnath Shastn, Prncipal  Sansknt College,
Calcutta These mspired me against heavy odds to proceed
further 1n completing my intended work of translating the
Gitanjah songs suitable for ptayer mto Sansknt verses and
to publish them on the occasion of the centenary of the
great poete



2]

On the eve of sending this work of mine to the press,
Trecall the mterest taken 1n publication of my work by
Shrt B Dowerah M A, TAS, Deputy Commssioner,
Cachar , Shrimatt Jyotsna Chanda MLA , Shn N C
Syam Advocate , Prof Debabrata Dutte, M A and Shn
Amit Kumar Nag, Journalist, Silchar

Imust express my sincere gratitude to the Tagore

y Celebration C , Silchar, for undertaking
the task of brnging out this volume as Suchars Tagore
centenary tribute  But for therr lond financral assistance
this volume would not have seen the light of the day
1n print

A word about the transcnption of the onginal Bengali
verses in Nagari letters ,~

Thave not been consistent inthismatter Bengalt
pronunciation of Sanskrit words 1s peculiar, because 1t
follows a number of Prakrit habits  Thus, for example,
the three sibilants @, 9, @ are all pronounced as 7 when
they stand alone 'We do not male any difference between
T and § and we pronounce both s ‘b (§) In my
transcription I have always wntten @ for T, even In
Sansknt words Then [ did not chanpe s o @ In
Bengaly, at the beginning of words § 15 always pronounced
as @, both :n Sansknt and natrve words A coneistent
systems of transeription of Bengall into Nagan lettets
1s sull 2 great want, and 1 trust my readers will parden
this absence of system 1n my book, where there 1s actually
no universally-followed system

Sitchar, Assam tindia)
The 15th Aprdl, 1961 K K Adhkan
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